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FPCUG Notes for February 2017 
Editor:  Frank Fota ( fotafm@gmail.com ) 

 

FEBRUARY EVENTS (7:00 PM -- Falmouth Fire House, Butler Road): 
-- Thu, Feb 2: Internet Workshop (Ray Pollock) 
-- Tues, Feb 7: BoD Meeting (Roger Shirmer, Presiding) 
-- Thu, Feb 9: General Meeting.  The FPCUG will review the TED Talk, "Everyday 
cybercrime -- and what you can do about it."  The TED Talk is presented by James Lyne, global head 
of security research at the security firm Sophos. He is a self-professed 'massive geek' and has 
technical expertise spanning a variety of the security domains from forensics to offensive security.  
Bring your questions.  We intend to entertain them and provide you recommendations for improving 
your cyber-security."  Don't forget, we no longer have anyone to put out food for the meeting; we will 
supply cups, ice and soft drinks, but if you want something to eat, you'll have to bring it yourself.  Or, 
you can bring some goodies for everybody, eh what? 
-- Tues, Feb 21: Windows 10 Workshop (Ed Alexander) 
-- Thu, Feb 23: Windows All Workshop (Jim Hopkins) 
-- Tues, Feb 28: All About Your Computer Workshop (Kay Pollock) 
 
JANUARY GENERAL MEETING RECAP 

Mr. Andre Pineda, a Partner and Vice President with Cary Street Partners in 
Fredericksburg, VA, spoke to the FPCUG about financial issues, to include: 
goal setting, budgeting, taxation and investment methods.  Mr. Pineda is a 
long time financial advisor who worked at Legg Mason Wood Walker, Inc. 
and Wachovia Securities prior to joining Cary Street Partners.  Before 
becoming an advisor, he was an attorney at the Federal Election 
Commission and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

 
NON-PARTISAN SITE TO TRACK TRUMP'S CAMPAIGN PROMISES 
Writing for The Next Web, west coast reporter Bryan Clark says that a non-partisan 
website has been established to track President Donald Trump's promised goals for the 
first 100 days he is in office.  The Track Trump website can be found here.  The goals for 
President Trump's first 100 days in office are based on his "Contract with the American 
Voter."  Sam Altman, CEO of the seed investment corporation "Y Coordinator" and one of 
the Track Trump website founders, is quoted via the news website Quartz saying, “There’s 
a lot of talk about what should be done in the face of Trump’s presidency.  A first good 
step is just to monitor what happens.”  Sam Altman noted that the Track Trump website 
may focus on other issues after the first 100 days. 
 
TWO-FACTOR AUTHENTICATION 
If you haven't already done so, enable two factor authentication for your email and social 
media accounts.  I considered doing this long ago but I feared that I would be required to 
use my phone to authenticate my identity every time I wanted to check my mail.  After 
further research and encouragement by Kim Komando (i.e., America's Digital Goddess®), 
I turned on two-factor authentication for my Google and Yahoo! email accounts.  If my 

http://www.jameslyne.com/
http://thenextweb.com/world/2017/01/21/track-trumps-first-100-days-office-non-partisan-website/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TheNextWeb+%28The+Next+Web+All+Stories%29
http://www.track-trump.com/
https://assets.donaldjtrump.com/_landings/contract/O-TRU-102316-Contractv02.pdf
https://assets.donaldjtrump.com/_landings/contract/O-TRU-102316-Contractv02.pdf
http://www.track-trump.com/about
https://qz.com/891016/the-president-of-silicon-valleys-y-combinator-is-funding-a-trump-promise-tracker/
https://www.komando.com/columns/385794/hack-proof-your-life-5-key-steps-to-boost-your-safety-online/2
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password is obtained and a login attempted from a device that has not been used by me, 
a code will be sent by text to my cell phone.  If that code is not entered: no access.  
Evidently two-factor authentication is available for Facebook as well. 
 
TESLA DRIVER STRANDED IN DESERT -- KEYLESS APP FAILURE 
A smartphone app allows Tesla owners to lock, unlock and operate the vehicle without a 
key.  The Tesla has a key fob that owner Ryan Negri apparently left at home while testing 
the app in Red Rock Canyon near Las Vegas, NV.   Mr. Negri did not realize that a cellular 
signal was required to use the app.  To avoid an extended stay in the desert that night, Mr. 
Negri's wife Amy ran about 2-miles for higher ground and a cell phone signal.  She then 
called a friend to bring the Tesla's key fob.  Since a cell signal is required to unlock the 
car, the key fob will now travel with the Negri's whenever they drive the car.  For more 
information, see the article in the UK Telegraph here. 
 
WINDOWS 10 – TUNING UP YOUR START MENU 
Tom Burt, Vice President, Sun City Summerlin Computer Club, NV www.scs-cc.com / tomburt89134@cox.net 
 
Windows 10, originally released in July, 2015, recently saw its second major update (V1607-
Anniversary) in July, 2016. By now, most Windows 10 users have received that update. Originally, I 
had mixed feelings about the new hybrid “list and tiles” Start menu. However, I’ve gradually come to 
like it as a way to declutter my desktop and actually make it easier to find things.  

Here’s a screen of my desktop today: 

 
 
The exact details don’t matter. As you can see, I still have a lot of icons on the desktop that I use to 
launch applications. Over a year of using Windows 10, I’ve steadily reduced the original number of 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/2017/01/16/tesla-driver-stranded-desert-smartphone-app-failure/
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icons by half to what you see in the screen shot. However, even now, when I’m working intensely and 
need to start an application while I have others running, it gets irritating. I have to minimize those 
other apps to uncover the desktop icons so I can double-click the one I need to launch the new app. 
Also, to launch from a desktop icon, I need to double-click it – something my stiff fingers no longer do 
well. 
 
The Windows 10 V1607 Start Menu is the best incarnation yet and helps me with some of the above 
issues. You can open the start menu by clicking the flag icon at the bottom left of the screen or by 
pressing the Windows key. Following is a screen shot of my current Start menu: 

 
 
I have stretched the Start menu out to allow four 3-column groups and have almost all my tiles sized 
to the medium, square size. In this layout, I don’t need to scroll to find a particular tile. The tiles are 
grouped and labeled along functional lines, such as “Tom’s Key Apps”, Image Tools, “Movie and 
Video Tools”, “Web Browsers and Tools” and others. The app tiles I use most are at the top left. 
 
To launch an app, I just press the Windows key to pop open the Start menu and then click the tile of 
the app. The app starts up and the Start menu closes back up. I no longer need to uncover desktop 
icons and double click. Tiles are especially nice on hand-held touch screen devices. 
 
Down the left side of the Start menu is the standard complete list of all installed programs. You can 
right-click on any program in the list and choose “Pin to Start” to add a tile for that program to the 
array of tiles. You can then drag the tile to wherever you want it in either an existing group or a new 
group. 
 
You can right click the tile to adjust its size to small, medium, wide or large. The wide and large sizes 
are useful for “modern” apps that animate their tiles with “live” content. News and Weather apps are 
examples. The medium tiles display the app’s name and an icon. 
 
You can adjust the width of the Start menu by opening it, positioning the mouse cursor over the right 
edge until the cursor turns to a double arrow, and then dragging to the right (to widen) or to the left (to 
narrow). Tile groups will automatically move to fit the new shape of the Start menu window. You can 
adjust the height of the Start menu by opening it, positioning the mouse cursor over the top edge until 
the cursor turns to a double arrow, and then dragging up or down. 
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You can rename tile groups by clicking the space just above the group and then typing a name. You 
can move entire groups around by clicking and dragging the group’s title space.  
 
To remove a tile from the Start menu, right click it and select “Unpin from Start”. That program will still 
be listed in the Start menu’s left-side list of all installed programs. I got rid of quite a few of the default 
tiles for apps I never use. 
 
To add a tile/icon to the Windows Taskbar, right click either the tile or the program name in the 
program list. In the pop-up menu, hover the mouse over the “More” option to get a second pop-up 
and choose “Pin to Taskbar”. After the icon appears on the Taskbar, you can drag it left or right to 
where you want it to be permanently. 
 
So, that’s a quick summary of things you can do to make the Windows 10 Start menu work better for 
you! 
 
"SATAN" RANSOMWARE IS THE SCARIEST VIRUS EVER 
Well... Mark Jones writing for Komando.com thinks it is.  This new ransomware-as-a-
service (RaaS) was discovered in the Dark Web.  Mark Jones explains that, "RaaS is a 
user-friendly type of ransomware that can be deployed by anyone, even if they have very 
little technical ability. How it works is, an experienced hacker writes the ransomware code 
and sells it to others for deployment.  The buyer then sets the ransom and payment 
deadline, along with the distribution style. It's super easy for anyone with aspirations of 
becoming a cybercriminal to do so."  The thing that makes the "satan" ransomware so 
scary is that it is being offered to anyone for a 30% cut of the ransom they obtain. 
 

 

http://www.komando.com/happening-now/387450/new-ransomware-satan-is-ransomware-as-a-service?utm_medium=nl&utm_source=notd&utm_content=20%E2%80%A6
https://www.komando.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/satan.jpg


5 
 

YOUR CELL PHONE COULD BE MISTAKEN FOR A GUN 
Writing for Fox Business, Matthew Kazin 
reports that Kirk Kjellberg, CEO of Ideal 
Conceal, has created a double barreled 
.380 caliber handgun that looks like a 
smartphone.  Mr. Kjellberg said he 
conceived of the handgun after being 
caught in an embarrassing situation.  “I had 
gotten my concealed carry permit and was 
carrying my pistol with the requisite jacket 
over the top, and somehow or another it got 
caught on the pistol,” he told Stuart Varney. 
“A young boy saw me in the middle of a 
restaurant and shouted out very loudly and 
excitedly ‘Mommy, Mommy, that guy’s got a 
gun.’ The whole restaurant of course looked 
at me, so I was like there’s got to be some 
other way to do this, and that’s how it came 
about.”  The smartphone-styled handgun is 
available in 48 states for $395 and can be 
purchased online if current regulations for 
such purchases are followed.  See the 
Stuart Varney interview with Mr. Kjellberg here. 
 
7 MOST COMMON REASONS WINDOWS GETS UNRESPONSIVE 
Writing for makeuseof.com, Ben Stegner, discusses the reasons why computers become 
unresponsive and ways to correct this.  The article begins by first reminding users that 
unresponsive programs can be killed with the task manager.  It then suggests an alternate 
means to kill unresponsive programs without using the Task Manager.  According to Mr. 
Stegner, the seven most common reasons for computers becoming unresponsive are: 
hardware incompatibility, driver Issues, a messed up windows registry, malware of any 
kind, using a poor antivirus program (or multiple), application bugs and user tweaks. 
 
WINDOWS 10 BETA BUILD 15002 BRINGS REAL IMPROVEMENT 
If you attended the FPCUG Windows 10 Workshop hosted by Ed Alexander on January 
17th, you learned about some of the features that build 15002 (i.e., the Redstone 2, 
Creators Update) will offer to Windows 10 users (likely) this April.  Woody Leonhard, 
Senior Contributing Editor for InfoWorld, says that marketing for the update has a lot of 
fluff.  However, the update actually has some very practical features.  Build 15002 
contains support for metered Wi-Fi and Ethernet connections.  While you may be saying, 
"So what?"  This feature could result in an end of the forced updates we have come to 
expect.  The update also promises to allow you to postpone the reboot after an update for 
up to 18 hours.  The interface in build 15002 works better.  Resizing windows is faster and 
high-definition monitors work with apps that were not designed for use at high resolutions.  

http://i.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2016/03/24/18/32876B7200000578-3508300-image-a-3_1458844664777.jpg
http://www.foxbusiness.com/markets/2016/03/28/handgun-looks-exactly-like-smartphone.html
http://www.foxbusiness.com/markets/2016/03/28/handgun-looks-exactly-like-smartphone.html
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/7-common-reasons-why-your-system-is-irresponsive-how-to-solve-them/
http://www.makeuseof.com/
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/how-to-kill-unresponsive-programs-without-the-task-manager/
http://www.infoworld.com/article/3155912/microsoft-windows/windows-10-beta-build-15002-brings-real-improvement.html
http://www.infoworld.com/article/3155912/microsoft-windows/windows-10-beta-build-15002-brings-real-improvement.html
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Mr. Leonhard says that the update plays better with high resolution monitors and if you 
were waiting for support, you might now consider purchasing one.  There are other 
improvements promised from Microsoft in this build but time is running out for further 
testing.  Most of the beta testers are reporting the build to be stable but some report 
difficulty installing it.  We will wait and see... 
 
CES 2017 
I anticipated more from the Consumer Electronics Show (CES) this year.  As staff writers 
at The Verge said, "CES was quiet. Much like 2016's show, this year's consumer 
electronics spectacle lacked blockbuster products, brands behaving badly, or 
unpredictable trends."  The Verge awarded Amazon's Alexa "Best in Show."  Amazon 
wasn't "officially" at the show but, Alexa voice technology showed up in numerous 
devices.  If you want to see what all the hype, or lack thereof, was about, check out The 
Verge's award winners in other categories. 
 
NOTE… Please email me with suggestions for YOUR Newsletter and remember the FPCUG 
does not endorse products or services of any kind.   
 
EVENTS IN COMPUTER HISTORY  
(paraphrase and additions to the Iceni Technology Blog by Iceni Technology Contributor Rebecca 
Coe and historical data from the websites http://www.computerhope.com/history/ and 
http://www.historyorb.com/) 

-- Feb 1 – 
Sun Microsystems began development of Java Technology (1991). 
 
 
 
-- Feb 1 – 
1st US satellite (Explorer I) launched (1958). 
 
 
-- Feb 1 -- 

 
Perhaps marking the end of the slide 
rule, the 1st scientific hand-held calculator 
(HP-35) was introduced for $395 (1972). 
 
 

-- Feb 2 -- 
Radio Shack officially started production of the TRS-80 computer 
(1977). 
 

http://sortingoutscience.net/wp-content/uploads/2008/01/ig-02-explorer-02.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0e/HP_35_Calculator.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/TRS-80_Model_3_01.jpg
http://www.theverge.com/ces/2017/1/7/14156770/verge-awards-ces-2017-best-of-las-vegas
http://www.theverge.com/ces/2017/1/7/14156770/verge-awards-ces-2017-best-of-las-vegas
http://www.iceni.com/blog/events-in-computing-history-%e2%80%93-september/
http://www.computerhope.com/history/
http://www.historyorb.com/
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-- Feb 6 -- 
Jack Kilby of Texas Instruments filed a patent for the integrated 
circuit (1959).  Kilby’s patent application was titled "miniaturized 
electronic circuits."  The patent was one of 60 that Kilby holds.  
While Kilby has the earliest patent on the "integrated circuit," it 
was Robert Noyce, later co-founder of Intel, whose parallel work 
resulted in a practical device. 

 
 
-- Feb 8 -- 
C.D Lake, H.H. Aiken, F.E. Hamilton, and B.M. Durfee filed a 
calculator patent for the Automatic Sequence Control Calculator, 
commonly known as the Harvard Mark I on February 8, 1945. The 
Mark I was a large automatic digital computer that could perform 
the four basic arithmetic functions and handle 23 decimal places.  
A multiplication took about five seconds. 
 
-- Feb 10 -- 

 
 
 
 
IBM computer Deep Blue became the first computer to win a game 
of chess against a reigning (human) chess champion, Gary 
Kasparov (1996).  In the first game of a six game match, IBM's 
Deep Blue chess computer defeated the world champion.  Kasparov 
would eventually win the series 4-2, but would lose to Deep Blue in 
a re-match a year later. 
 
 

 
-- Feb 12 -- 
Jonathan Rotenberg founded the Boston Computer Society on 
February 12, 1977.  Four people attended the first meeting of this 
group, whose membership eventually reached several thousand.  
Early topics of discussion for the society included Community Use of 
Personal Computers and The Minicomputer Goes to the Racetrack. 
 
-- Feb 13 -- 

 
Apollo Computer was incorporated in Chelmsford, 
Massachusetts (1980).  Apollo helped create the original 
workstations, small but powerful computers mostly used for 
engineering.  In 1989, Hewlett-Packard Company acquired 
Apollo for $476 million. 

http://common.ziffdavisinternet.com/encyclopedia_images/_MARK1.GIF
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/be/Deep_Blue.jpg
http://s7.computerhistory.org/is/image/CHM/102626961-03-01?$re-zoomed$
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/d/d5/Boston_Computer_Society_Logo.jpg/220px-Boston_Computer_Society_Logo.jpg
http://s7.computerhistory.org/is/image/CHM/500003095-03-01?$re-story-hero$
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-- Feb 14 -- 
John Mauchly and J. Presper Eckert unveiled 
the ENIAC at the University of Pennsylvania 
(1946).  The ENIAC calculated 5,000 operations 
per second -- 1,000 times faster than its 
contemporaries. Impressive in size as well as 
strength, the machine occupied over 1,500 
square feet, weighed 30 tons, and used 18,000 
vacuum tubes. 

 
-- Feb 16 -- 
The first computer Bulletin Board System (Ward & Randy's CBBS, 
Chicago) became operational (1978). 
 
-- Feb 16 -- 
The first 911 phone system in the U.S. became operational in Haleyville, AL (1968). 
 
-- Feb 17 -- 

      The retail launch of Windows 2000 occurred (2000). 
 

 
 
-- Feb 18 -- 

Following successful sales of IMSAI 8080 computers by mail-order 
(IMS Associates, Inc.) and through independent dealers, IMSAI 

founder Bill Millard made the decision to launch a franchise operation of computer retail 
stores.  Initially called Computer Shack, the first ComputerLand franchise store opened on 
South Street in Morristown, New Jersey (1977).  The chain changed its name to avoid a 
lawsuit over similarities to the name Radio Shack.  ComputerLand became the largest 
computer retailer by the mid-1980s, peaking at approximately 800 stores in the United 
States, Canada, Europe, and Japan. 
 
-- Feb 19 -- 
The first warrant was issued to search a computer storage device (1978).  Requirements 
were similar to the warrant obtained to search a home.  However, the precedent this 
warrant set forced those seeking to protect their data from law enforcement to use 
increasingly sophisticated methods of encryption. 
 
-- Feb 20 -- 
A bomb blamed on Unabomber Theodore John "Ted" Kaczynski 
exploded by a computer store in Salt Lake City (1987). 
 
-- Feb 25 -- 
The Automatically Programmed Tools language was demonstrated (1959).  APT is an 
English-like language that tells tools how to work and is mainly used in computer-assisted 

http://unconfirmedbreakingnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/the-unabomber.jpg
http://cdn2-b.examiner.com/sites/default/files/styles/image_content_width/hash/1c/8c/1c8ca080c54495846e2c438788f6ae46.jpg?itok=zuu5U4PB
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/B-Eh05gIMAIrzLE.png
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manufacturing.  A New Yorker article from March 28 observed: “The Air Force announced 
today that it has a machine that can receive instructions in English - figure out how to 
make whatever is wanted- and teach other machines how to make it.  An Air Force 
general said it will enable the United States to build a war machine that nobody would 
want to tackle. Today it made an ashtray.” 
 
-- Feb 27 -- 

  
 
Perhaps a visionary but failed attempt at the future iPad, Apple 
discontinued development of the Newton computer (1998). 
 
 
 

 
-- Feb 27 -- 
Windows Server 2008 (sometimes abbreviated as "Win2K8" or 
"W2K8") was officially released on February 27, 2008. 
 
 
-- Feb 27 -- 

The National Security Agency (NSA) retired 
the Harvest Computer February 27, 1976.  
The IBM 7950 (Harvest) ceased operating 
after 14 years of NSA service.  The Harvest, 
delivered in 1962, was a one-of-a-kind 
adjunct to the Stretch computer.  It was 
designed for cryptanalysis by James H. 
Pomerene.  Its electronics, built from the 
same kind of discrete transistors used for 
Stretch, were about twice as big (physically).  
Harvest added a small number of 
instructions to the Stretch, was attached to 
it, and could not operate independently. 
 

 
-- Feb 28 -- 
Jay Forrester is issued a patent for computer core 
memory (i.e., coincident current magnetic core 
memory) on February 28, 1956.  Forrester's invention 
for a "multicoordinate digital information storage 
device," became the standard memory device for 
digital computers until supplanted by solid state 
(semiconductor) RAM in the mid-1970s. 
 

https://static01.nyt.com/images/2013/06/10/technology/10bits-ibm-stretch-harvest/10bits-ibm-stretch-harvest-tmagArticle-v3.jpg
http://www.oldcomputers.net/pics/newton-pen.jpg
http://s7.computerhistory.org/is/image/CHM/102680506-03-01?$re-medium-zoom$
https://msdnshared.blob.core.windows.net/media/TNBlogsFS/BlogFileStorage/blogs_technet/instan/WindowsLiveWriter/RODCsandPortExhaustion_942B/logo-ms-ws08-v_2.png

