FPCUG Notes for March 2018
Editor: Frank Fota (fotafm@gmail.com)

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (7:00 PM -- Falmouth Fire House, Butler Road):
-- Tues, Mar 6:
-- Thu, Mar 8:

BoD Meeting (Patty Davis, Presiding)
Annual Meeting. Do you want to know more about the Fredericksburg

Personal Computer User Group (FPCUG)? The annual meeting will inform you about our group’s
purpose, accomplishments during the past year, and our plans for the future. FPCUG finances and a
working budget for next fiscal year will be presented and discussed. Candidates for office will also be
presented and elected to replace outgoing office holders or to fill vacancies. Please let one of the
Board members know or attend the meeting if you are interested in holding an office with the FPCUG.
This meeting is very important to ensure the continued operation of our group.

-- Thu, Mar 15: Experimac Workshop - 1865-106 Carl D. Silver Parkway
-- Tues, Mar 20: Windows 10 Workshop (Ed Alexander)
-- Thu, Mar 22: Windows All Workshop (Jim Hopkins)

FEBRUARY GENERAL MEETING RECAP
The FPCUG watched a video recording
(i.e., a TED Talk) between Elon Musk
and TED's Head Curator, Chris
Anderson. The talk focused on Elon
Musk’s tunnel construction project under
the streets of Los Angeles, noted recent
successes at Tesla and SpaceX, and the
motivation for building a future colony on
Mars. A video of the SpaceX Falcon
Heavy rocket launch was also shown
followed by a discussion of future
technology facilitated by the FPCUG’s
Newsletter Editor, Frank Fota.

SpaceX LAUNCHES STARLINK BROADBAND SATELLITES
The secondary payload for the launch of this Falcon 9 rocket out of Vandenburg Air Force
Base in California got more news than the primary payload, a Spanish radar satellite. The
secondary payload dubbed by Elon Musk as ”Tintin A & B” will be used to test the delivery
of broadband from orbit. Writing for the BBC News, Jonathan Amos says of SpaceX, “By
sometime in the mid-2020s, it hopes to be operating more than 4,000 such satellites,
linking every corner of Earth to the internet.” SpaceX filed an application with the Federal
Communications Commission to operate a “mesh network” (i.e., the Starlink broadband
network) containing 4,425 satellites in 83 different orbits between 1,110km to 1,325km.
Each satellite is about a cubic meter with two 8-meter solar wings and weighs
approximately 400 kg. Mr. Amos says that, “…Starlink would deliver terabits of
throughput, with all spacecraft linked so that bandwidth could be focussed on those
regions where it was needed most. With regard to delivering broadband from space, Elon
Musk has competitors (e.g., Telesat of Canada and OneWeb/Airbus). Given his track
record, I’m betting Elon Musk can get it done.
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US BROADBAND SPEED MAP IS BACK AND IT’S REALLY USEFUL
Writing for the UK Register, Kieren McCarthy says that, “After four years in purgatory the
US government's internet broadband map is back - and it's pretty good.” I plugged in the
address of the Falmouth Firehouse where the FPCUG Meets and the result was suprising.

Verizon Communications (fibre optic cable) is listed as the fastest service with 940 Mbps
download and 880 Mbps upload speed. Enter your zipcode to find ISP availability and
speed. Ms. McCarthy warns that the data is not perfect, it is provided by the Internet
service providers and no price information is noted.

A BEGINER’S GUIDE TO LINUX
Do you have an old computer lying around that has outlived its useful life under the
Windows OS? Consider installing Linux on this old machine. Writing for MakeUseOf,
Bertel King, Jr., says, “It’s not hard to install, it has plenty of great apps, and it extends the
life of your computers.” Mr. King infers that older computers that won’t run Windows 10,
can run Linux just fine. There are many distributions of the Linux OS and Mr. King
provides a link that will help you
choose one. System requirements
for the “Red Hat” distribution of Linux
are noted at right. If you want to
know more about the Linux OS,
check out the linked article above or
download Mr. King’s exceptional
guide in PDF format here.
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Li-Ion BATTERY PACK CAUSES FIRE IN AIRPLANE OVERHEAD BIN
Trevor Mogg of Digital Trends recounts an incident that occurred
on China Southern CZ3539, February 25, 2018. Click on the
image at left to see a video of the incident. Fortunately, the plane
was still on the ground and pasengers were evacuated to safety.
The manufacturer and model of the device were not disclosed.
The fire risk from Li-Ion batteries is well known (e.g., the
Samsung’s Galaxy Note 7). Fearful of similar fires, airlines are
now prohibiting carry-on smart luggage. If a battery is built into
the luggage and cannot be removed, you won’t be able to take it
onto the aircraft. Mr. Mogg suggests the risk is great if the
batteries are, “faulty, badly made, or have incurred damage during
their daily use.” Underwriters Laboratories (UL) has testing
protocols for various types of Li-Ion batteries (see the PDF criteria
here). My advice is to purchase batteries that are UL approved
and discard (recycle) them if they appear to be damaged.

ARE YOU AN ACCIDENTAL SPAMMER?
In the above linked article, Bob Rankin recounts a question from a concerned email user
that may sound familiar. "Several of my friends have complained that I am sending them
spam emails. I have looked in my Sent folder and nothing odd shows up there. How can
this be happening? Is it possible that someone has hacked into my email account, or is
there another explanation?" Spammers can "spoof" the target of their messages by
inserting anyone's email address in the "From" field of their spam. The email message
may say it came from John_Doe at harmless.com but it could have been sent by
the_devil's_spawn at hell.com Spoofing is a form of identity theft and Bob Rankin
recommends you report it to your Internet Service Provider (ISP). Replies to messages
that you've never sent or messages sent from yourself in your spam mail folder are signs
that your email address has been spoofed. This type of identity theft will not drain your
bank account or ruin your credit. The spammer in this case does not have access to your
email inbox or contacts. However, you could be identified as a spammer and find your
email blocked. If this occurred, your mail would be returned to you marked "Delivery to
the following recipient failed permanently." Contact your system administrator or the ISP
that has blocked your mail if you suspect your email has been spoofed. Explaining that
your email address has been spoofed will usually result in your email address being
unblocked. Bob Rankin suggests, "If you can't find an appropriate link in the bounce
message or on their website, send an email to "postmaster" at that domain." If your
contacts are receiving spam email from you, your email account may have been hacked.
You should change your email password immediately. If you are unable to do so because
the hacker has already changed it, you can re-establish ownership using the "forgot
password" re-authentication process. In any case, you should perform a full scan of your
computer using an anti-virus and anti-malware program (e.g., Malwarebytes,
SuperAntiSpyware, HitmanPro, or Spybot).
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USE SPEECH TO CONTROL YOUR PC AND COMPOSE TEXT
By Nancy DeMarte, 2nd Vice President, Sarasota Technology Users Group, FL
October 2017 issue, STUG Monitor www.spcug.org ndemarte@Verizon.net
Speak:
Many modern devices have digital voice personalities that can help you find things or complete tasks. Some of
these even have names, like Siri for Apple devices, Alexa for Amazon Echo, and Cortana for Windows.
Microsoft Office and Windows 10 recently have added or upgraded speech features that provide both text to
speech and speech to text. Speak is a new feature that helps you proofread what you have typed by listening
to the computer read it aloud.
For example, if I’m typing a Word document and want to see if my wording is smooth and accurate, I can use
“Speak” to hear how it sounds. The Speak feature is also found in other Microsoft apps - Outlook, PowerPoint,
and OneNote.

Speak icon

To use ‘Speak,’ click anywhere in a document. Then click the Review tab on the ribbon. In the
Speech group, click ‘Read Aloud,’ which opens an audio control bar.
Click the right-pointing single arrow, then sit back and listen. You
can choose a male or female voice by clicking the setting icon which
Audio Control bar
resembles a person on the audio bar.

Windows Speech Recognition (WSR):
Windows has had a speech recognition feature for several years. This tool lets a user dictate into a
microphone without the use of a keyboard or mouse and have his or her speech translated into text. It can be
used to compose articles, write letters or emails, fill out forms, or complete other writing tasks. You can also
use WSR to perform the basic functions of a computer, like opening an app, selecting a word, showing a list of
commands, and adding punctuation. Originally, it was difficult to set up, but the current version is much , o
configure and use. Learning to use WSR is especially worthwhile if your typing skills are weak.
You must have a microphone before setting up Speech Recognition. I found that a set of headphones with a
microphone attached works very well. While it is also possible to find a Windows microphone in the MS store, a
headset or free-standing mic is recommended.
Once you have a microphone plugged into your computer and turned on, it’s time to locate and set up Speech
Recognition. In Windows 7, click Start > All Programs > Accessories > Ease of Access > Speech Recognition.
In Win 10, type ‘Speech’ in the Search box and choose the best match, Speech Recognition, which opens the
Speech Configuration window, pictured below:
Speech Configuration Window
1. There is a wizard (set of steps) to help you
with setup. Click “Start Speech Recognition”
to start the wizard. It will take you through all
the steps in the order in which they are listed.
2. First, you will set up the microphone for
correct placement and volume setting.
3. The speech tutorial consists of two short
video tutorials that demonstrate the two main
uses for speech recognition: “How to use
WSR to get around your computer” and “How
to use dictation with WSR”. These are worth
watching more than once.
4. In “Train your computer,” you practice reading text aloud so that WSR can learn your vocal inflections,
accent, and tone. This makes the transition from speech to text more accurate.
5. The last step is to print a few pages of valuable commands that WSR recognizes, a handy list.
While no speech recognition tool is perfect, the Windows version does a pretty good job, and setup is an easy,
non-threatening process.
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US BORDER AGENTS UNABLE TO VERIFY VISITOR PASSPORTS
Writing for ZDNet.com, Zack Whittaker says, "US border officials
have failed to cryptographically verify the passports of visitors to
the US for more than a decade -- because the government didn't
have the proper software." Since 2007, all newly issued passports
are e-passports. E-passports can be verified electronically via an
embedded chip. The chip contains cryptographic information and
machine-readable text. E-passports are required for admitance to the US. The inability of
Customs and Border Patrol agents to verify E-passports was discovered in 2010 and
Sens. Ron Wyden (D-OR) and Claire McCaskill (D-MO) are demanding answers. The
Customs and Border Patrol agency was asked to implenent a plan to properly
authenticate e-passports by the start of next year.

MINING BITCOIN TAKES A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF ENERGY
The Yale Environment 360 Digest (online magazine)
says that, "Iceland is expected to use more energy
processing Bitcoin transactions in 2018 than it uses to
power its homes, consuming some 840 gigawatt-hours
of electricity related to the cryptocurrency this year,
according to the Icelandic energy firm HS Orka, several
news outlets reported." The country has abundant
hydropower and geothermal resources and devotes
most of the resulting electricity to mining Bitcoin in
huge data centers. Digital revenue (Bitcoins) is earned for solving complex equations.

GOOGLE LOCATION DATA IMPROVING EMERGENCY RESPONSE
Wireless carriers send location data to 1st responders when you dial 911 from a cell
phone. The information received is not precise. A test conducted with 50 911 call
centers in Florida, Texas and Tennessee in December and January demonstrates that
Google's location data is more reliable. Writing for Engadget, Mallory Locklear notes that
carrier data location estimates can locate the cellular caller within 522 feet. Google's data
can locate the cellular caller within 121 feet.
NOTE… the FPCUG does not endorse products or services of any kind .

EVENTS IN COMPUTER HISTORY
(paraphrase and additions to the Iceni Technology Blog by Iceni Technology Contributor Rebecca
Coe and historical data from the websites http://www.computerhope.com/history/,
http://www.historyorb.com/ and http://thisdayintechhistory.com)

-- Mar 1 -AOL discontinued support for the Netscape browser on March 1, 2008.
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-- Mar 1 -Steve Wozniak completed the basic design for the
circuit board of a (relatively) easy-to-use personal
computer (1976). The next day he showed it to the
Homebrew Computer Club, which Steve Jobs attended.
Jobs realized the potential and convinced Wozniak not
to give away the schematics but instead produce
printed circuit boards to sell. The two Steves formed a
company, which they named Apple, and Wozniak’s design became the basis of the AppleI computer. The rest, as they say, is history.
-- Mar 2 -Formerly, Jerry’s guide to the World Wide Web (aka David and
Jerry’s Guide), Yahoo! was incorporated on March 2, 1995 by Jerry
Yang and David Filo, electrical engineering graduates from Stanford.
-- Mar 3 -On March 3, 1975, the Homebrew Computer Club
held its first meeting in a garage in Menlo Park,
California. Founders Fred Moore and Gordon
French hosted ~30 microcomputer hobbyists, who
discussed the Altair, a computer that could be built
at home from a kit. The club and others like it
increased popularity of the personal computer.

-- Mar 3 -On March 3, 2003, the US Supreme court ruled that sex offenders’ information
and pictures can be posted online.
-- Mar 3 --

Magnavox obtained exclusive licensing of television
video game technology from Sanders Associates
(1971). The first home video game console, the
Odyssey, was developed at Sanders by a team headed
by Ralph Baer.
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-- Mar 4 -The first Cray-1 supercomputer was shipped to the Los
Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico (1977). This
supercomputer, which cost nineteen million dollars, was used
to design sophisticated weapons systems. The system is a
cylindrical tower seven feet tall, nine feet in diameter, and
weighs about 5.5 tons. The machine produced so much heat
that it required a built-in freon-based refrigeration system. It
required its own electrical substation to power it, at a cost of
about US$35,000 a month.
-- Mar 6 -The Michelangelo boot-sector computer virus began to affect computers on March 6,
1992. Boot-sector viruses overwrite the section of the hard drive essential for locating
data. Although few computers were affected, publicity caused panic among IM/IT
professionals and PC users.
-- Mar 6 -Santa Cruz Operation (SCO) filed a $1 billion lawsuit against IBM on March 6, 2003 for
allegedly devaluing its version of UNIX by contributing its property to Linux.
-- Mar 6 -IBM introduced the IBM Personal Computer XT, which
stands for eXtended Technology (1983). For a price of
$4,995, it features a Intel 8088 processor, a 10MB hard
drive, eight expansion slots, serial port, 128 kB RAM,
40Kb ROM, a keyboard, and one double-sided 360kB
floppy drive.

-- Mar 8 --

MIT introduced the Whirlwind machine, the
first digital computer with magnetic core
RAM and real-time graphics on March 8,
1955.
-- Mar 10 --

Scottish-Canadian-American Alexander Graham Bell made the first
phone call on March 10, 1876.
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-- Mar 12 -The Hulu website was released to the Public on March 12, 2008.
-- Mar 13 -Ten years after the company’s founding, Microsoft Corporation stock
went public at $21 per share (1986). The stock, which eventually closed
at $27.75 a share, peaked at $29.25 a share shortly after the opening. It
is said that the rising value of Microsoft stock has made an estimated 4
billionaires and 12,000 millionaires of Microsoft employees.

-- Mar 14 -AT&T Bell Laboratories announced the completion of the first
fully transistorized computer, TRADIC (1955). TRADIC, which
stood for TRAnsistor DIgital Computer, contained nearly 800
transistors, which replaced the standard vacuum tube and
allowed the machine to operate using less than 100 watts; onetwentieth the power of a comparable vacuum tube computer.
-- Mar 14 -Microsoft released Internet Explorer 9
on March 14, 2011.
-- Mar 15 -The first Internet domain “symbolics.com” was registered by
Symbolics, a Massachusetts computer company (1985).
-- Mar 16 -The popular massively multiplayer role-playing game (MMORPG)
EverQuest (EQ) was released on March 16, 1999.
-- Mar 18 -Panasonic was founded on March 18, 1918.
-- Mar 18 -Microsoft released Internet Explorer 5.0 on March 18, 1999.
-- Mar 19 -The domain ibm.com was placed online on March 19, 1986.
-- Mar 19 -Microsoft released Internet Explorer 8 on March 19, 2009.
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-- Mar 21 -Jack Dorsey, the founder of Twitter posted the first Twitter post "Just
setting up my twttr" on his account on March 21, 2006.
-- Mar 22 -The first Intel Pentium CPU was introduced on March 22, 1993.
-- Mar 22 -Intel released the 5th generation Pentium CPU in 1993. Originally known
as the i586, Intel was unable to trademark this name (i.e., number). The
Pentium name was created by Lexicon Branding, a marketing company
known for the Apple PowerBook and Blackberry. Intel trademarked and
so effectively marketed the Pentium, that years later, Intel’s CEO noted
that “Pentium” had become a more recognized brand than Intel itself.
-- Mar 24 -The Mac OS X desktop version known as Cheetah
was released on March 24, 2001 replacing the Mac
OS 9.
-- Mar 25 -The worlds first Wiki, WikiWikiWeb was created as Ward Cunningham invited people to
add and edit content (1995). A Wiki is a database that can be a community collaboration.
Cunningham has said the inspiration for the name Wiki came from the Wiki Wiki Shuttle
bus he learned of during a trip to Hawaii. Six years later, Wikipedia was launched,
although Cunningham had no official involvement.
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-- Mar 25 --

On March 25, 1857, Frenchman Edouard-Leon Scott de
Martinville patented the phonautograph. The
phonautograph transcribed sound to a medium.

-- Mar 26 --

On March 26, 1999, the Melissa virus spread around the globe over
e-mail in hours and became one of the fastest spreading viruses in
history.

-- Mar 27 -The First Annual World Altair Computer Convention (WACC) and
first convention of computer hobbyists was held in New Mexico
(1976). Twenty-year old Bill Gates gave the opening address.

-- Mar 28 -The domain facebook.com was placed online March 28, 1997.
-- Mar 29 -Radio Shack introduced the TRS-80 Model 100, one of the first
portable computers in a notebook-style form factor. The portability,
simplicity, and built-in modem made it popular with journalists who
could write stories in the field and transmit them back to their
offices.
-- Mar 31 -Quantum sold its hard drive business to Maxtor (2001).
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Who's Who in the FPCUG
Officers
Office

President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Name

Email Address

Patrice Davis
Roger Schirmer
Ed Alexander
Frank Fota
Rick Neil

president@fpcug.org
vp1@fpcug.org
vp2@fpcug.org
secretary@fpcug.org
treasurer@fpcug.org

Directors and Trustees
Office

Directors

Name

Email Address

Josh Cockey

directors@fpcug.org

Cliff Dalseide
Robert Monroe
Johnny Creech
Kay Pollock
Bill Williams
"Agent of Record"

Trustees

trustees_@fpcug.org

Chairmen & Representatives
Office

APCUG Representative
Newsletter Editor
Webmaster

Name

Frank Fota
Frank Fota
Josh Cockey

Email Address

apcug_rep@fpcug.org
newsletter@fpcug.org
webmaster@fpcug.org

Special Interest Workshop Leaders
Office

Name

Email Address

Technology
Windows

Josh Cockey
Jim Hopkins

technology_sig_leader@fpcug.org

Windows 10

Ed Alexander

windows10_sig_leader@fpcug.org

windows_sig_leader@fpcug.org
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